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Total of Charles ToddVon Laurie FletcherI loved Search the Dark, but even more, I love the long-term relationship 
that Charles Todd is building with his readers. I see that others are getting weary of the disembodied (literally) voice 
of Hamish. Not I. I think he is one of the most original inventions in recent literature and after the first few incredulous 
chapters, I began to accept him and wove him right into my sense of reality. Charles Todd has chosen a very dark and 
difficult time in world history, World War I, which is more romanticized but much less understood than the wars 
since. I appreciate his attention to detail and look forward very much to the next installment.1 von 1 Kunden fanden 
die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Search the DarkVon Corinne MagdalenoI very much enjoy the Charles Todd 
mysteries. This particular book was especially good. I must admit though that the voice of the dead comrade is 
beginning to annoy me. I think the mysteries stand without that added twist. I think that perhaps a book that finally 
frees Inspector Rutledge from this particular demon is due. Otherwise, this was an excellent book with real characters 
and well thought out plot. I hate the cliche but it was a real "page turner" throughout.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die 
folgende Rezension hilfreich. Rousing Rutledge historical mysteryVon Ein KundeIn 1919, a former soldier, Mowbray, 
abruptly wants off the train in the small town of Singleton Magda in Dorset. The weary-looking vet swears he has seen 
his wife and children with another man. Not too long after that incident, that same woman is found dead and her two 
children missing. An incoherent, except for obviously being suicidal, Mowbray is arrested for murder.The local police 
force requests Scotland Yard assists them in finding the missing children. Inspector Rutledge, also a vet, is sent to 
investigate. Rutledge has his own problems as he has the voice of Hamish Macleod, a Scottish deserted he personally 
executed, living inside his own head. As Rutledge begins his inquiries, he encounters several other souls still 
struggling to recover from the horrors of the war. At the same time, he begins to wonder if Mowbray actually 
committed the crime.The third Inspector Rutledge novel, SEARCH THE DARK, continues in the fine tradition of its 
predecessors by serving up a complex entertaining mystery as well as insight into the aftermath of war. The story lien 
sheds light on the period through the eyes of its characters, especially Rutledge. The secondary cast illuminates post 
World War I England with psychological insight into the various victims of the armed conflict. However, what makes 
Charles Todd's latest book and series so good is the historical mystery provides the proper counterpoint to the gloomy 
atmosphere that threatens to engulf everyone.Harriet Klausner

KurzbeschreibungThe introspective hero of Wings of Fire and A Test of Wills (Edgar Award nominee) returns in 
Search the Dark, a provocative new mystery by Charles Todd. Inspector Ian Rutledge, haunted by memories of World 
War I and the harrowing presence of Hamish, a dead soldier, is "a superb characterization of a man whose wounds 
have made him a stranger in his own land." (The New York Times Book )A dead woman and two missing children 
bring Inspector Rutledge to the lovely Dorset town of Singleton Magna, where the truth lies buried with the dead. A 
tormented veteran whose family died in an enemy bombing is the chief suspect. Dubious, Rutledge presses on to find 
the real killer. And when another body is found in the rich Dorset earth, his quest reaches into the secret lives of 
villagers and Londoners whose privileged positions and private passions give them every reason to thwart him. 
Someone is protecting a murderer. And two children are out there, somewhere, in the dark.....deIn Search the Dark, the 
third entry in Charles Todd's remarkable series, the walking-wounded survivors of World War I crowd the English 
landscape. Scotland Yard's Inspector Rutledge is one of many who suffer from shell shock. He constantly hears--and 
responds to--the voice of Hamish, a Scottish soldier he shot for cowardice. His latest case does not help his fragile 
state of mind as it involves another weary and discouraged veteran, Bert Mowbray. On his way to Lyme Regis to 
search for work, Bert looks out of the train window in a town called Singleton Magna, and sees an unbelievable sight--
his wife and two children who he thought were killed in a London bombing raid. He leaps off the train and tries to find 
his family, racing desperately across fields and country roads, and finally winding up asleep under a tree. Meanwhile, 
the battered body of a woman is found on the edge of a cornfield, and Mowbray is arrested. Is the woman his wife? 
Did he kill her? And what happened to the two children who were with her? Everywhere Rutledge looks, he shows us 
various forms of damage caused by the war--from the hopes of a local girl whose lover returned with a French wife, to 
the trauma that Mowbray is going through. As in the first two books, A Test of Wills and Wings of Fire, Todd 
demonstrates the massive damage done to an entire country by focusing on the small, personal battles of the 
survivors. --Dick Adler.comIn Search the Dark, the third entry in Charles Todd's remarkable series, the walking-
wounded survivors of World War I crowd the English landscape. Scotland Yard's Inspector Rutledge is one of many 
who suffer from shell shock. He constantly hears--and responds to--the voice of Hamish, a Scottish soldier he shot for 
cowardice. His latest case does not help his fragile state of mind as it involves another weary and discouraged veteran, 
Bert Mowbray. On his way to Lyme Regis to search for work, Bert looks out of the train window in a town called 
Singleton Magna, and sees an unbelievable sight--his wife and two children who he thought were killed in a London 
bombing raid. He leaps off the train and tries to find his family, racing desperately across fields and country roads, and 
finally winding up asleep under a tree. Meanwhile, the battered body of a woman is found on the edge of a cornfield, 
and Mowbray is arrested. Is the woman his wife? Did he kill her? And what happened to the two children who were 



with her? Everywhere Rutledge looks, he shows us various forms of damage caused by the war--from the hopes of a 
local girl whose lover returned with a French wife, to the trauma that Mowbray is going through. As in the first two 
books, A Test of Wills and Wings of Fire, Todd demonstrates the massive damage done to an entire country by 
focusing on the small, personal battles of the survivors. --Dick Adler 


