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Von Anthony Quinn : Freya  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised Freya: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A 
marvelous novel...Von Jill MeyerBritish author Anthony Quinn's work is just becoming noticed in the United 
States.On /US, his books are listed as available in ebook form, but not "currently for sale". I've had to buy them in 
print form from /UK. (I sure hope we can start buying British ebooks soon. It'll save me a fortune!)Quinn's first book I 
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read was "Curtain Call". Set in London in 1936, it was a murder mystery that also had excellent character 
development. Some of its characters, portrait painter Stephen Wyley, his daughter, Freya, and theater critic James 
Erskine, are characters in the later novel, "Freya". This novel, set in the post WW2 years, traces the next two decades 
in the lives of Freya Wyley, her family, her friends, and British society, as it moves from wartime into a troubled 
peace time. The book begins in 1945 when Freya, in the midst of celebrating VE Day, meets a younger woman, Nancy 
Holdaway, and ends in 1962, just before the Profumo scandal brings down the Macmillan government.Freya Wyley is 
at loose ends in May, 1945. She had put off entrance into a women's college at Oxford, while she did war work. She 
certainly felt older and more sophisticated than the younger women just entering college. Should she go to Oxford or 
make her way in London, looking for a job in the newspaper/magazine world? (I imagine this was a problem for many 
returning vets who had matured after years of wartime service, now having to adjust to a more sheltered world.) 
Nancy, three years Freya, enters Oxford and the two women become best friends. While there, she is offered the 
chance to go to Nuremberg with her father to attend the war crimes trials. She wants to interview a renowned older 
women journalist, who is also covering the trials. To get off for a week of classes, Freya lies to college officials and is 
found out in her lies. She is "sent down" from Oxford and begins life in London, as a journalist. She renews her 
friendship with Nancy and they share a London flat.As the years continue, Freya expands her world, while continuing 
her friendships with her Oxford friends. They move apart and together, like a kaleidoscope viewing, pairing up and 
splitting up in an almost graceful dance with time, love, and money. Several characters "betrayed" each other in acts of 
greed and jealousy and cowardice. Freya and Nancy, though, continue their friendship, though they are apart for a time 
due to misunderstanding.While the plot of "Freya" is excellent, Anthony Quinn's real expertise is in his writing his 
characters. I've rarely seen such consistency by an author in creating both major and minor characters who interact 
with the times. The book is long(ish), but so, so well worth finding. Please seek it out!

KurzbeschreibungFreya Wyley meets Nancy Holdaway amid the wild celebrations of VE Day, the prelude to a 
devoted and competitive friendshipFreya, ambitious and outspoken, pursues a career on Fleet Street while Nancy, less 
self-confident, struggles to get her first novel published. Both friends become entangled with Robert Cosway, a 
charismatic young man whose own ambition will have a momentous bearing on their lives. Flitting from war-haunted 
Oxford to the bright new shallows of the 1960s, Freya plots the unpredictable course of a womans life and loves in 
extraordinary times.Pressestimmen"A wonderful tale of female friendship Elegant and compelling, its a riveting study 
of a changing world and the struggle of two women to find their place in it." (Eithne Farry Mail on Sunday)"Quinn 
explores the big issues of the century feminism, homosexuality, immigration, the individual versus society but does so 
with a deceptively light touch. He draws us into the consciousness of his protagonists in an utterly compelling way 
Quinns characterswill continue to live on long after reaching the final line of this wonderful novel." (Andrew Wilson 
Independent on Sunday)"Theres plenty more to tantalise us as we move from the austere 1940s to the tumultuous 
1960s... [Quinn] Has evidently gorged on recent histories of the period Quinns skill lies in picking a surprising route 
through familiar terrain, blurring the boundaries of fact and fiction in a style that calls to mind William Boyd. Besides 
being adept at marshalling period detail, he is a fluent, engaging storyteller, whose suave prose masks an unusually 
shrewd sense of how relationships work." (Henry Hitchings Financial Times)"There arent many novelists with 
smoother, more elegant prose styles than Anthony Quinn. His sentences practically purr on the page Immensely 
enjoyable Effortlessly entertaining and gracefully thought-provoking." (James Kidd Independent)"I cant remember the 
last time I devoured a book with such greed. Quinns eponymous, sweary heroine trailblazes her way through Oxford, 
Nuremberg, Soho and all points between." (Sara Manning Red)WerbetextOnce again Anthony Quinn shows himself a 
master at writing fiction that works on every level (Daily Telegraph) 


