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Von Amitav Ghosh : Flood of Fire: Ibis Trilogy Book 3  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Flood of Fire: Ibis Trilogy Book 3: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
EnttuschendVon ADGVielleicht ist es ungerecht, von Amitav Ghosh jedes Mal ein preiswrdiges Werk zu verlangen. 
Aber an dieser Trilogie ist der doch mehr oder weniger gescheitert. Der erste Band "Sea of Poppies" war dynamisch 
und voller berraschungen, eines dieser Bcher, die man nicht weglegen kann. "River of Steam" und nun "Flood of Fire" 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00N9AVHY6


dagegen sind Enttuschungen. Wie immer hat Ghosh fr seine Romane intensiv die historischen Hintergrnde 
recherchiert, und wer das Englische in all seinen Ausformungen geniet, kommt auch hier wieder auf seine Kosten. 
Jede Figur hat ihre eigene Sprache, regelmig finden sich dazu Bruchstcke aus Gujarari, Bhojpuri, Bengali oder 
Mandarin. Schon "River of Steam" fand ich entsetzlich statisch - hier konnte man aber immerhin noch argumentieren, 
dass das auch zum endlosen Warten der Opiumhndler vor Kanton passt. Die Entschuldigung gilt sicher nicht mehr fr 
"Flood of Fire", das Vorbereitungen und Ausbruch des ersten Opiumskriegs zum Gegenstand hat. Auch hier ziehen 
sich erhebliche Teile wie Kaugummi. Dazu ist bedauerlich Vieles absolut vorhersehbar - und das betrifft nicht die 
bekannten historisch-politischen Entwicklungen. Es kostet den Autor sichtlich Mhe, alle Protagonisten des ersten 
Bandes der Trilogie wieder in Szene zu setzen. Dazu muss offenbar jeder Hauptakteur noch eine Liebesgeschichte 
genieen oder erleiden - irgendwann wird die Versuchung gro, nur noch weiter zu blttern. Das Ende, das keines ist, weil 
die Erzhlung ohne erkennbaren Grund irgendwann zu Ende geschrieben ist, ist unsglich platt. Die durch und durch 
Bsen triumphieren, ein paar andere sterben. Ansonsten gibt es eine Vielzahl von Handlungsstrngen, die einfach liegen 
bleiben. Im Nachwort ist zu erfahren, dass die Aufzeichnungen von Neel keine Fiktion des Autors sind, sondern in 
wesentlichen Teilen Anfang der 1940er nach Indien gelangten, wo Ghosh sie ausgewertet hat. Vermutlich ruht dort 
noch viel mehr Material, aber es wre dem Autor dringend anzuraten, dass er es nach einem hervorragenden, einem 
migen und einem schwachen Band bei der Trilogie belsst. Wer eine wirklich packende Geschichte der Opiumkriege 
ohne bollywoodesken Kitsch lesen mchte, dem sei Julia Lovell, The Opium War, ans Herz gelegt, das bei u.a. in einer 
Kindle-Version zu haben ist.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Gut recherchiert aber 
langatmigVon SchmetterlingDie ganze Trilogie ist offensichtlich sehr gut recherchiert. Die historischen Fakten, die 
unterschiedlichen Kulturen, Religionen, Denkweisen, Kleidung, Sprachen werden erstaunlich differenziert dargestellt. 
Als Roman jedoch fand ich es oft sehr ausfhrlich, dadurch wenig spannend; in die dargestellten Charaktere konnte ich 
mich nicht gut hinein denken. Wenn man also Interesse fr die Region (Indien/China Zeit des Opiumkriegs) und sehr 
viel Zeit zum Lesen hat, ist es das Richtige!0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A historical 
documentation wrapped in a marverllous novelVon RoussoThe book is the third part of Gosh's triology on the first 
opium war and its social and political impact in India and China. The work is a historical research embedded in a 
novel (or maybe a novel embedded in an historical research). There is few mention of the opium war in Western 
literature and historical productions and that makes this trilogy even more important. A must-read

KurzbeschreibungThe thrilling climax to the Ibis trilogy that began with the phenomenal Booker-shortlisted Sea of 
Poppies.It is 1839 and tension has been rapidly mounting between China and British India following the crackdown on 
opium smuggling by Beijing. With no resolution in sight, the colonial government declares war. One of the vessels 
requisitioned for the attack, the Hind, travels eastwards from Bengal to China, sailing into the midst of the First Opium 
War. The turbulent voyage brings together a diverse group of travellers, each with their own agenda to pursue. Among 
them is Kesri Singh, a sepoy in the East India Company who leads a company of Indian sepoys; Zachary Reid, an 
impoverished young sailor searching for his lost love, and Shireen Modi, a determined widow en route to China to 
reclaim her opium-trader husband's wealth and reputation. Flood of Fire follows a varied cast of characters from India 
to China, through the outbreak of the First Opium War and China's devastating defeat, to Britain's seizure of Hong 
Kong.Flood of Fire is a thrillingly realised and richly populated novel, imbued with a wealth of historical detail, 
suffused with the magic of place and plotted with verve. It is a beautiful novel in its own right, and a compelling 
conclusion to an epic and sweeping story - it is nothing short of a masterpiece.PressestimmenA masterpiece ... Flood 
of Fire is not just a work of literary imagination but also an exercise in deep and original historical reflection Chris 
Clark, author of Sleepwalkers For the past weeks, [Amitav Ghosh] has been holed up in his Goa home, putting the 
finishing touches to Flood of Fire, the third part of his epic Ibis trilogy. The project has taken a decade. The three 
novels, starting with Sea of Poppies ... have cemented his reputation Financial Times Totally absorbing Literary As 
ever for Mr Ghosh, language is a great tumasher, and it is not surprising that he is on the shortlist for the biennial Man 
Booker International Prize ... He swims with relish in a lexicon he has made his own, a rich brew of English, Bangla, 
Hindi, Parsi, Malay, Cantonese and pidgin at a time when free trade and imperialism were recombining Asian cultures 
and tongues ... Mr Ghosh's genius is to paint this world from its teeming heart, rather than from the perspective of 
metropolitan centres of power in London, or, for that matter, Peking The Economist It is a testimony to Ghosh's great 
skills that he can both teach us history and create believable fictional characters ... What makes Ghosh's characters 
come alive all the more is the use of language ... Ghosh, occasionally, translates, but often does not, yet pulls off this 
presentation of the medley of tongues his characters use with great aplomb -- Mihir Bose Independent The final 
instalment of an extraordinary trilogy ... Ghosh's story roars along, constantly flipping between high seriousness and 
low humour. It is simultaneously wrong-footing and delightful, riveting and diverting ... His expansive trilogy has, in 
fact, advanced his story by only a few years; but the ground it has covered is almost immeasurable Guardian Ghosh's 
scrupulous depiction of army life is just one part of this tour de force of historical description. Together, the novels are 



a weighty and precious chronicle of those times, a compendium of lost habits, languages and attitudes ... Flood of Fire 
has all the romance, subterfuge and ingenious plotting to keep Ghosh's audience firmly lagowed. But it is the integrity 
of his historical vision that will ensure his books outlast other literary dumbpokes FT Weekend The best bits of the 
trilogy, however, do not merely satirize the greed and hypocrisy of the foreign traders; but allow crosscurrents of 
sympathy ... full of unforgettable vignettes The Spectator A huge, sprawling, rumbustious novel ... rich and engrossing 
... a splendid adventure story, full of rich and varied characters and romantic entanglements ... In the last chapters 
Amitav Ghosh pulls the strings of his enthralling trilogy together. It's a remarkable achievement: an adventure novel 
full of feeling, but one which also invites - even compels - you to think about the assumptions which men act upon 
Scotsman The star of the proceedings is the historical detail that really brings it all alive. Anyone who knows me 
knows my love of historical factoids and Amitav provides enough for us to luxuriate in them. The difference between 
the treatment of British and Indian soldiers, the colonial structure, the importance of China and the opium fields, not to 
mention the rituals surrounding taking opium - it's all here with much more besides, simultaneously entertaining and 
educating. I will definitely be going back to the beginning of the trilogy and look forward to catching up Bookbag 
Amply justifying the hype and expectation, this is a thrillingly realised and richly populated novel, imbued with a 
wealth of historical detail, suffused with the magic of place and plotted with great verve: Flood of Fire is a beautiful 
novel in its own right, and a compelling conclusion to an epic and sweeping story, one of the greatest literary works of 
our time. For Amitav Ghosh, the glittering literary prizes beckon Nudge Book Graphic and gripping New Statesman A 
terrific read. I wish Amitav Ghosh could live forever, like Ganesh, the Hindu patron god of writers and complete what 
he once planned. Flood of Fire, alas, will have to do The Times If you fancy a rip-roaring story with history, an erudite 
critique of colonialism, funny and full of contemporary parallels, you could try Amitav Ghosh's third in his Ibis 
trilogy, Flood of Fire i Flood of Fire sweeps Amitav Ghosh majestically to the pinnacle of historical fiction writers and 
fittingly completes his Ibis trilogy ... Ghosh has long set a standard for the kind of fine historical fiction writing that 
paints perfect pictures of what life was like for ordinary people as the world changed around them at breakneck pace. 
What sets him apart from other writers in this genre is his knowledge of the subject and his detailed descriptions and 
minute detail Dundee Courier Unexpectedly comic Sunday Times Ghosh's ebullient fluency in the colorful argot of the 
contentious worlds he brings forth distinguishes this passionately researched series as much as his wily and zealous 
exposure of entrenched discrimination pertaining to race, religion, gender, caste, and class. Once again Ghosh proves 
himself to be a virtuoso scene-setter and action writer ... This feverishly detailed, vividly panoramic, tumultuous, 
funny, and heartbreaking tale offers a vigorous conclusion to Ghosh's astutely complex and profoundly resonant 
geopolitical saga Booklist A rip roaring story rich with history, an erudite critique of colonialism, funny and full of 
contemporary parallels Independent Sweeps Amitav Ghosh majestically to the pinnacle of historical fiction writers 
Oxford Times Exuberant Guardian This doorstopper of a novel, thick as curry with Anglo-Indian patois and with a 
bundle of rattlingly good narratives, makes one desperate that he does continue The Times, Books of the Year A 
rollicking wordfest that sprawls across land, sea, social class and ethnicities, sweeping us along in its narrative drive 
Guardian By an ingenious hotchpotch of different languages and registers, Ghosh's story roars along, constantly 
flipping between high seriousness and low humour. It is simultaneously wrong-footing and delightful 
GuardianKurzbeschreibungThe thrilling climax to the Ibis trilogy that began with the phenomenal Booker-shortlisted 
Sea of Poppies.It is 1839 and tension has been rapidly mounting between China and British India following the 
crackdown on opium smuggling by Beijing. With no resolution in sight, the colonial government declares war. One of 
the vessels requisitioned for the attack, the Hind, travels eastwards from Bengal to China, sailing into the midst of the 
First Opium War. The turbulent voyage brings together a diverse group of travellers, each with their own agenda to 
pursue. Among them is Kesri Singh, a sepoy in the East India Company who leads a company of Indian sepoys; 
Zachary Reid, an impoverished young sailor searching for his lost love, and Shireen Modi, a determined widow en 
route to China to reclaim her opium-trader husband's wealth and reputation. Flood of Fire follows a varied cast of 
characters from India to China, through the outbreak of the First Opium War and China's devastating defeat, to 
Britain's seizure of Hong Kong.Flood of Fire is a thrillingly realised and richly populated novel, imbued with a wealth 
of historical detail, suffused with the magic of place and plotted with verve. It is a beautiful novel in its own right, and 
a compelling conclusion to an epic and sweeping story - it is nothing short of a masterpiece. 


