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Von Walter Mosley : Fear of the Dark (English Edition)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Fear of the Dark (English Edition): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Paris 
Minton's Fear Makes Him BraveVon Donald MitchellIf you have not yet read Fearless Jones and Fear Itself (the first 
two books in the Fearless Jones series), I strongly urge you to do so before reading Fear of the Dark. Both of those 
books are better written and more entertaining than Fear of the Dark. Without the perspective that those books give 
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you on Fearless Jones and Paris Minton, you'll like Fear of the Dark less than you might.Paris Minton is a most 
unusual character for Walter Mosley. Paris is the owner of a used bookstore in Watts in the mid-1950s that he has to 
subsidize with a part-time job. Minton is a largely self-educated black man from Louisiana who came to California to 
find libraries that were open to all. His store's books are discards from local libraries. He has achieved a fragile kind of 
peaceful life, living and working in his bookstore (and reading when there are no customers, which is often). His head 
is full of classic literature (the oldest Greeks are his favorites) and carries a heroic perspective into every situation: 
They only trouble is, he's no hero. Paris is afraid of everything and almost everyone.How does Paris cope? He has the 
equivalent of Dumbo's magic feather in the swashbuckling Fearless Jones, a modern archetype for the knight errant. 
Whenever trouble looms, Paris calls on Fearless for help. In many cases, Fearless's reputation is enough to solve the 
problem. But when rough stuff is needed, Fearless is your man. A World War II hero, Fearless met when Minton when 
Minton spontaneously bought Jones a drink during the post-war celebration. "He appreciated my generosity and gave 
me a lifetime of friendship for a single shot of scotch." As you can see, Mr. Mosley writes like an angel. Minton, the 
man of logic, reciprocates by helping Fearless solve problems where his bravery and reputation are not enough.The 
two characters remind me of a Star Trek episode where a transporter malfunctions and Captain Kirk is divided into 
two people, one who is totally dominant and carnal and the other who is caring and weak. Paris and Fearless are 
similarly opposites, yet totally compatible as though they came from the same source. Obviously, Mr. Mosley is 
equally fascinated with how the opposite ways of pursuing the masculine life play out.Since Paris operates in a tough 
area, he won't open his door for just anyone. He has an elaborate series of mirrors that allow him to see who wants in. 
When the mirrors show that his cousin Ulysses S. Grant IV (generally referred to as "Useless") is at the front door, 
Paris turns Useless away. Why? The last time he let Useless in, Paris almost ended in being framed for a robbery that 
Useless had done. No fool, Paris isn't about to repeat that mistake. "Useless was like monosodium glutamate for 
problems; he brought out the evil essence and magnified it." Useless leaves a cryptic message for his mother with 
Paris, "Tell Three Hearts that there's a man named Hector wrote my name on a black slip'a paper. Tell her that I tried 
to make it work with Angel, but I guess I was mudfoot just like she said."Three weeks earlier, Paris had found his own 
way into trouble. He rescued a skinny young white woman named Jessa Brown who was trying to run a con on a small 
restaurant. The two became lovers . . . which becomes a problem when Jessa's ex-boyfriend Tiny (who is anything but) 
shows up at the bookstore while they two were engaged with one another on the floor.Life gets more complicated from 
there. First, Tiny shows up dead in the bookstore. Then, Aunt Three Hearts shows up looking for Useless, and Paris 
cannot turn her down. Why? She has a reputation for putting the Evil Eye on those who don't do her wishes. Fearless 
Jones is tied up protecting Milo Sweet, the bail bondsman, from a dangerous felon, but Fearless does double duty in 
helping Paris as well.It soon becomes clear that Useless has gotten himself into some very dangerous waters. Paris and 
Fearless set out to unravel the mystery and put the pieces back together again.I found Fear of the Dark to be less 
interesting than the earlier two books in the series because the secondary characters and their motives are much less 
inspiring in Fear of the Dark. Why would anyone other than his mother care about Useless? As fine a woman as Three 
Hearts is, it's not as rewarding as it might be to read about her trying to save her son from himself. You know that 
Useless will just end up in some new trouble. There's also a lot of sexual innuendo in the book that didn't really 
advance the story or develop the characters beyond where they were at the end of Fear Itself.But if you enjoy Paris 
Minton as a character, I think you'll feel rewarded for reading the book. The best part of the story is how Paris ends up 
taking on lots of danger so that he can avoid things that he's even more afraid of. Yes, a frightened man can be brave . . 
. especially when all is required is intellectual courage. Just don't have your highest expectations in place when you 
begin Fear of the Dark (a good double play on Paris's fear of dark places and society's fear of the African-American 
male).

KurzbeschreibungThe third in the Fearless Jones series from the author of the Easy Rawlins crime thrillers.Fearless 
Jones and Paris Minton return in a high-velocity thriller about family, betrayal, and revenge. 'I'm in trouble, Paris.' 
Paris Minton has heard these words before. They mean only one thing: that his neck is on the line too. So when they 
are uttered by his lowlife cousin Ulysses S. Grant, Paris keeps the door to his bookshop firmly closed. With family like 
Ulysses - 'Useless' to everyone except his mother - who needs enemies? But trouble always finds an open window, and 
before long Paris is paying a call on his long-time friend and bodyguard, Fearless Jones. Criss-crossing the 
complicated landscape of 1950s Los Angeles, where a wrong look can get a black man killed, Paris and Fearless find 
desperate women, secret lives, and more than one dead body along the way. Walter Mosley serves up another taut 
mystery plot humming with brilliant characterisations, sharp dialogue and dark humour - a combination as fresh and 
zesty as ever. This is the third book in the series that began with Fearless Jones and Fear Itself. It is Mosley's favourite 
fictional territory, played with a lighter touch.From BooklistThe third in Mosleys Fearless Jones series (following 
Fearless Jones, 2001, and Fear Itself, 2003) again finds timid bookseller Paris Minton in a whole mess of trouble, 
courtesy of his friends but abetted by his own dogged determination to set things right. The series--named after Paris' 



best friend, the universally intimidating but disarmingly sweet Fearless Jones--works as a kind of point-counterpoint to 
Mosley's more celebrated Easy Rawlins novels, also set in South Central L.A and moving from the late 1940s into the 
1960s. Paris is more bookish and less confrontational than Easy, and Fearless has a kinder heart than Easy's tough-guy 
buddy, Mouse, but the two pairs work like horn players trading solos in a jazz combo. This time, Paris' problems 
center on his cousin Ulysses (aka Useless), who has disappeared after attempting to swindle his co-conspirators in a 
blackmail scheme. Paris' Aunt Three Hearts--she of the legendary evil eye--demands her nephew's help in finding the 
wandering Ulysses, and you don't say no to Three Hearts. Mosley's signature feel for the historical moment is evident 
again here, but the Fearless novels seem a little more plot driven than the Rawlins'stories, which deal as much with the 
hero's troubled inner life as they do with societal issues. Still, this series remains an entertaining and insightful look at 
black life in postwar Southern California. Bill OttCopyright American Library Association. All rights 
reservedPressestimmen"'This is classic noir territory, filled with unintentional heroes with the best intentions and 
dangerous dames; best of all are the rhythms and cadences of language on the page. A class act' Time Out 'This is 
Mosley's return to crime writing, and he slips back into the habit like a thirsty man taking a long cool drink... the 
countless twists make the novel as entertaining as the best Bogart thrillers' Guardian 'Fine, sinuous, and effortless to 
read' Daily Mail 'Mosley's downbeat, laconic style, his desert-dry wit and his congested plotting remain highly 
satisfying... for sheer exquisite writing, he's better than ever. Fear Itself... confirms Mosley as one of America's most 
gifted writers, of any genre' The Times 'The mystery is intriguing, but it's the interplay between the vividly drawn 
characters that makes this series so enjoyable' Sunday Telegraph 'This is a novel about the experience of being black in 
America, and therein lies its heart and its brilliance' John Harvey, Independent 'Walter Mosley packs his dialogue tight 
like a fist, but the economy of language is beautifully lifted by the blues cadences of the characters' dialect' Daily 
Telegraph" 


