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Von Jonathan Lethem : Dissident Gardens  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised Dissident Gardens: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Langer 
AtemVon NicolaFr ein Buch von Jonathan Lethem habe ich noch nie lnger als vier Wochen gebraucht. Fr Dissident 
Garde brauchte ich vier Monate. Es hat sich gelohnt. Nach einem zhen Anfang entfaltet sich die komplizierte 
Geschichte, zerfllt fast in ihre Bestandteile. Um dann wieder zu einem Ganzen zusammenzufinden. Lethem in ganz 
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neuer schreiberischer Gre, gewohnt sorgfltig durchdachte und elegante Prosa.2 von 4 Kunden fanden die folgende 
Rezension hilfreich. Etwas anders als ich erwartet habeVon KlausIch mag Lethem sehr gerne, z.B. The Fortress of 
Solitude und Motherless Brooklyn, auch Chronic City. Dieses Buch ist gut geschrieben, aber nicht so lebhaft und 
humorvoll. Lethem Fans sollten es lesen; andere sollten mit einem von den anderen Titeln anfangen.

KurzbeschreibungLonglisted for the 2015 Folio PrizeLonglisted for the 2015 IMPAC Dublin Literary AwardIn 1955, 
Rose Zimmer got screwed. It wasnt the first time, and it wasnt the last. In fact, Rose like all American Communists got 
screwed by the entire twentieth century. She doesnt take it lying down. For over forty years she pounds the streets of 
Sunnyside Gardens, Queens, terrorising the neighbourhood, and her family, with the implacability of her beliefs, the 
sheer force of her grudge.And the generations that follow Rose will not easily escape her influence, her ire, her 
radicalism. Foremost among these is Miriam, Rose's charismatic and passionate want-away hippie daughter, who 
heads for the Greenwich Village of the Sixties; her black stepson Cicero, an angry debunking machine; and her 
bewildered grandson Sergius, who finds himself an orphan in the capitalist now.A radical family epic, and an 
alternative view of the American twentieth century, Dissident Gardens is the story of a group of individuals who 
fought and lost, but might one day win. It is a blast of pure style and literary dazzle from one of the great and most 
innovative writers of the age.Pressestimmen"Claiming to have lost my reviewer's copy of Jonathan Lethem's Dissident 
Gardens, I asked his publicist at Doubleday to send a couple more galleys my way...I wanted the additional copies so I 
could press them into the hands of close family and dear friends, telling them as I did so: 'Here, read the year's best 
novel.'"--Alexander Nazaryan for The New Republic"Lethem is as ambitious as Mailer, as funny as Philip Roth and as 
stinging as Bob Dylan...Dissident Gardens shows Lethem in full possession of his powers as a novelist, as he smoothly 
segues between historical periods and internal worlds...Erudite, beautifully written, wise, compassionate, 
heartbreaking and pretty much devoid of nostalgia."--Los Angeles Times"While collective memory might offer some 
hazy grasp of McCarthyism and the Hollywood black-lists, all but forgotten is the real American Communist Party and 
its Depression-era heyday. In this epic and complex new novel, Lethem considers what happened to the ACP, as well 
as some other questions, about material isolation and filial resentment...The cast makes for a heady, swirly mix of 
fascinating, lonely people. Lethem's writing, as always, packs a witty punch. The epoch each character inhabits is 
artfully etched and the book is as illuminating of 20th-century American history as it is of the human burden of 
overcoming alienation."--Publishers Weekly"Lethem extends his stylistically diverse, loosely aligned, deeply inquiring 
saga of New York City (Motherless Brooklyn, 1999; The Fortress of Solitude, 2003; Chronic City, 2009) with a richly 
saturated, multigenerational novel about a fractured family of dissidents headquartered in Queens...Lethem is 
breathtaking in this torrent of potent voices, searing ironies, pop-culture allusions, and tragicomic complexities. He 
shreds the folk scene, eviscerates quiz shows, pays bizarre tribute to Archie Bunker, and offers unusual perspectives 
on societal debates and tragic injustices. A righteous, stupendously involving novel about the personal toll of failed 
political movements and the perplexing obstacles to doing good."--Booklist, starred reviewAn assured, expert literary 
performance by one of our most important writersThat Lethem has taken us so close to the Promised Land of a 
rejuvenated proletarian fiction with this magnificent novel gives us reason to be hopeful.--The Los Angeles of 
BooksAn emotionally complex, stylistically sophisticated [novel] from one of Americas most brilliant writers, 
Jonathan LethemDissident Gardens is a supremely peculiar tale. But as a story about a quarrelsome family entangled 
with impossible ideals, its touchingly universalWhere else can you read really funny Marxist baseball jokes? Or see 
how commie parents would dress their children for Halloween? That dialectical tension between mirth and 
intellectuality has always been Lethems most alluring quality, and it accounts for the unpredictability of Dissident 
Gardens. His finesse is on full display in the final chapter, a seemingly slight encounter at the airport that shifts in a 
blink to a reflection on our harrowing isolation, the tragic lack of comradeship that defines our modern age.--The 
Washington PostA novel jampacked with the human energy of a crowded subway carIts a big book set in small spaces 
kitchen, classroom, folky nightclub that keep its battles personal at all times[A] wild, logorrheic, hilarious and 
diabolical novel. Those who reflexively compare Mr. Lethem to other Jonathans, like Jonathan Franzen, would be 
better off invoking Philip Roth.--The New York Times"[A] stunning new novel...Spanning several major events -- 
from 1930s McCarthyism through the recent Occupy Wall Street movement -- and featuring an imaginative nonlinear 
time sequence so that the novel's particulars arrive at unexpected moments, this work is a moving, hilarious satire of 
American ideology and utopian dreams...Lethem enthusiasts may find this to be his best yet. Very highly 
recommended."--Library Journal, starred review"A dysfunctional family embodies a dysfunctional epoch, as the 
novelist continues his ambitious journey through decades, generations and the boroughs of New York...The setup of 
this novel is so frequently funny that it reads like homage to classic Philip Roth."--Kirkus s"[This] novel's powerful 
and polarizing cultural, political, and racial energies are animated by a typically Lethem-esque cast of zanies, 
communalists, sexual adventurers, innocents, druggies, dreamers, and do-gooders -- cosmopolitans all -- whose lives 
collide and clash with gut-busting humor, heart, and hubris, which Lethem delivers in his seductively vertiginous 



prose."--Elle"In the past two decades, Jonathan Lethem has written, co-authored or edited 23 books, picking up a 
MacArthur 'genius' grant along the way. He shows no signs of flagging in his rich ninth novel, Dissident Gardens, an 
evocative, deeply sympathetic work about three generations of New Yorkers caught up in personal and global 
politics...It's also no small thing that this famously Brooklynite author has brought to life some of the neglected 
borough of Queens -- and so much life, so artfully, persuasively created. When a book pulls me for so long into a 
beautifully made world, there's always a strange sensation upon the last page: I feel the air yanked from me in a sigh 
for endings and a whoosh of wow."--Bloomberg.comDissident Gardens is Jonathan Lethems big book, a 
Buddenbrooks transported from Lbeck, Germany, to Queens, New York. Old-fashioned and epic in all the proper 
ways, spanning generations, full of history and human yearning, yet post-post-modern enough to include in its 
awareness of itself The History Of The NovelWith this effort, Lethem yearns to make sense of a century of American 
longing, the same longing that created the very notion of the Great American Novel. And if the author comes up short, 
that only means more yearning, more longing, and (hopefully) more novels like this one.--The A.V. Club"Jonathan 
Lethem's latest novel, Dissident Gardens, is a tour de force, a brilliant, satiric journey through America's dissident 
history from 1930s-era communism to today's Occupy movement."-- The Star Tribune"[Dissident Gardens] is a real 
tragedy of errors, the characters all destined, like their ideals, for failure. But their vessel, a true novel of ideas, soars, 
like Sputnik, against all odds."--GQ.comWerbetextA dazzling novel from one of America's finest writers the story of 
three generations of a radical New York familyLonglisted for the 2015 Folio Prize 


